A PP EN D IX VI:
DE SIGN GU ID EL IN ES
The following design guidelines have been
established to assist municipalities and other
stakeholders in constructing trails and amenities that
will provide safe and sustainable trail corridors for the
Spartanburg County Overmountain Victory National
Historic Trail (OVNHT). These guidelines allow trail
construction and character to be developed uniformly
throughout the county regardless of which entities are
constructing trail segments. The design guidelines
are to be used as a toolkit with the understanding
that actual site conditions may dictate adjustments
in final trail design. These design guidelines have
been organized into the following seven sections:

based on the environments in which they are being
constructed. Trail environments to be discussed
include creekside trails, trails within floodways or
floodplains, underpasses, utility easements, rail
crossings, and sidewalks.

Accessible Trail Design
It is important to consider accessibility when designing
trails, not only relating to alternate transportation,
but from a recreation standpoint as well. Standards
for accessibility have been established by the U.S.
Department of Justice through the Americans with
Disabilities Act, U.S. Department of Transportation,
Federal Highway Administration, AASHTO, and the
U.S. Access Board with Accessibility Guidelines for
Outdoor Developed Areas. This section will address
trail design to meet the needs of users with varied
mobility requirements.

Types of Greenways/Trails
Greenways can mean many different trail types. The
trail types that may be constructed for the OVNHT
can include natural surface trails, paved or unpaved
multi-use trails, sidewalks, bike lanes, shared
roadways, sidepaths, equestrian trails, or multiuse trails with equestrian use. Selecting the most
appropriate trail type depends on the surrounding
context, the amount of usage or activity, and the type
of users the trail will accommodate.

Blueway (Paddle) Trails
Over 53 miles of blueways are planned in
Spartanburg County to be developed along sections
of the Pacolet and Broad Rivers. Blueway facilities
have increased in popularity over recent years.
While the waterways serve as ready-made trails,
a few support facilities are needed for blueway
development. These facilities include access points,
parking, portages, and signage.

Trail Environments
The trail corridors designated for Spartanburg
County occur in many different environments, each
providing a unique experience. When constructing
trails, it is important to be mindful of the environment
for that specific trail corridor, so that those
environments are not damaged during construction
or as a result of future trail use. Likewise, long
term sustainability of trails should be considered

Trail Structures
Development of trails within certain environments will
create the need for additional facilities or structures
including boardwalks, pedestrian/bicycle bridges,
railings, and drainage and erosion control measures.
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Trail Character

These structural elements support trail use, help
provide a safe trail experience, reduce a trail’s impact
on the environment, and reduce trail maintenance
when designed and maintained properly

Each trail network has its own unique character
that should be maintained. While uniformity of trail
construction will occur throughout the network, it
is important to promote the character of unique
areas in Spartanburg County and the history of the
Overmountain men.

Trail Amenities
Trail users will need accommodations or support
facilities along the trail corridors. Inclusion of these
support facilities will provide points of access to
trails, encourage continued trail use, and create
local character for trails. Typical amenities within
a trail environment include trailheads and parking,
seating, overlooks, signage/wayfinding, tables, trash
receptacles, pet waste stations, opportunities for
public art, and in some areas, restroom facilities.

Typ e s o f Gr e e n wa ys/Tr a ils
Natural Surface Trails

Most users will associate natural surface trails with
hiking trails often found in natural park settings.
These types of trails typically serve hikers more so
than cyclists. Minimal site preparation or construction
is needed. Recommended guidelines include:
• Maintain a trail width of two to five feet
• Maintain a vertical clearance of at least nine feet
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• Trail surface is typically native materials such as
dirt, rock, soil, forest litter, or mulch
• Be mindful of grade change; trail should follow
contours to avoid steeper slopes
• Route trail around trees and other site features
wherever possible
• Provide positive drainage for trail surface,
but minimize extensive removal of existing
vegetation or adjacent surfaces

Multi-Use Trails – Paved

Asphalt

Multi-use trails are the most common type of
greenways within municipal park systems and
trail networks. These trails can be used by hikers,
walkers, joggers, cyclists, users in wheelchairs, and
parents with strollers accommodating all levels and
abilities of users. Recommended guidelines include:
• Maintain a paved trail width of 8 to 12 feet; 10
feet is the most common
• Maintain a vertical clearance of at least 10 feet
• Provide a two foot graded (gravel) shoulder on
each side of the trail
• Use asphalt or concrete pavement
• Consider pervious pavement in less clay-like

Concrete

83

•
•
•
•

soils
Provide an aggregate base course (ABC) under
the asphalt
Consider using geotextile fabric under the ABC
in softer soil conditions
Specify concrete for use in highly floodprone
areas
Provide centerline stripes on trails with high
volumes of users and around curves

•

Multi-Use Trails – Unpaved
Unpaved multi-use trails are often found in upland
areas. With proper compaction, these trails
can also be used by hikers, walkers, cyclists,
users in wheelchairs, and parents with strollers
accommodating all levels and abilities of users.
Unpaved trails are often less expensive to construct,
but can cost more to maintain depending on trail
location, soil compaction, topography, and weather
patterns. Joggers, runners, and some cyclists prefer
unpaved trails. Recommended guidelines include:
• Maintain a paved trail width of 8 to 12 feet; 10
feet is the most common
• Maintain a vertical clearance of at least 10 feet
• Soft surface trail materials may include graded

Screenings

Pit gravel
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•
•
•
•

aggregate stone (crusher run, decomposed
granite, soil cement )
May require an aggregate base course (ABC)
under the surface course
In softer soil conditions, consider using geotextile
fabric under the surface course or ABC (if using)
Consider providing edging along both sides of
the trail to maintain trail surface materials
Monitor trail surfacing after rain events to
minimize ruts and drainage channels

Sidewalks
This greenway trail plan makes use of existing
sidewalks through the downtown area of Chesnee.
Sidewalks often become overland connectors
between trails. In some instances, greenway master
plans have encouraged the completion of sidewalk
systems to help finish trail corridor connections.
Sidewalks typically serve pedestrians and do
not accommodate cyclists. For new sidewalks,
recommended guidelines include:
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• Minimum sidewalk width of 6 feet; 8 to 10 feet
preferred, especially if an extension is allowed
• Provide a five to eight foot landscaped buffer
between the roadway and the sidewalk if room
is available
• Use a light broom finish perpendicular to the
direction of travel
• Provide accessible ramps and crosswalks at all
intersections or street crossings

Bike Lanes and Shared Roadways
On roadways where vehicle traffic volumes are less
than 3,000 cars per day or where travel lanes are 14
to 18 feet wide, it may be possible to create shared
roadway usage for cyclists either as a signed use or
a wide outside lane. Bicycle lanes are also an option,
especially if the traffic volume is greater than 3,000
cars per day. These types of facilities are generally
provided for more skilled cyclists and not for most
families or children. Recommended guidelines for
bike lanes include:
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• Bike lanes should be a minimum of four feet
wide; five feet six inches preferred
• Drain grate openings should be perpendicular to
the direction of travel
• Maintain clean paved surfaces
• Regulatory signage should be used in conjunction
with painted signage on the surface (see signage
section)

Sidepaths
When the primary trail is street based and has
limited driveway/intersection crossings, a sidepath
is recommended along one side of the roadway. In
Spartanburg County this might occur along some
of the more rural two lane roads. Recommended
guidelines for sidepaths include;
• Sidepaths should be 10 to 12 feet wide
• Sidepaths should be set back at least five feet
from the edge of the roadway with a vegetated
buffer wherever possible
• Provide concrete or asphalt surfacing
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• Provide accessible ramps from sidepaths to
roadway
• Install bollards at intersections/roadways to
prevent vehicles on the sidepath
•

crossings which would require hoof mats on the
treads. Based on USDA/FHWA guidelines there
are suggested widths and clearance tolerances for
standard single and double track (side by side riding/
passing) equestrian trails as follows:
• Trail width for single track ranges from one-anda-half to two feet for low development; three to
six feet for moderate development; eight to 12
feet for high development
• Horizontal clearing width which is equal to the
trail width, plus 3 feet each side ranges from
five-and-a-half to eight feet for low development;
nine to 12 feet for moderate development; 14 to
18 feet for high development
• Trail width for double track ranges from five to
six feet for low development; eight to 12 feet for
moderate and high development
• Horizontal clearing width, which is equal to the
trail width, plus three feet each side ranges from
10 to 12 feet for low development; 14 to 18 feet
for moderate and high development
• Vertical clearance should be 10 to 12 feet

Equestrian Trails
Equestrians prefer separate trails for their use not
only for the types of rides they do, but for safety
concerns of the riders and their horses. Horses can
be easily startled by hikers and cyclists. Equestrians
can use a wide area of space depending on whether
they ride individually or in groups. Horses can be
hard on trails, making trails more difficult to use
for hikers and cyclists after rain events or during
continued wet conditions.
Equestrian facilities need to provide enough
space for horses and their riders to feel at ease,
allow horses to ride away from trail edges, offer good
visibility, avoid natural hazards, and provide safe
interaction with other trail users. Dirt or stabilized dirt
is the preferred trail surface, though crushed stone
like granite screenings is also acceptable. Water
crossings are preferred over bridge or boardwalk
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Multi-use Trails with Equestrian Use
There are many multi-use trails across the country
that also include equestrian use. It is important to
install appropriate signage indicating trail protocol,
especially noting that hikers and cyclists yield to
equestrians at all times. Trail sub-base and subgrade need to be firm and prepared properly.
Maintenance of shared trails should be a priority due
to the multiple uses during wet conditions and the
need for more constant manure removal.
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Tr ai l E nv ironm e n t s
Creekside Trails

Creekside trails occur more often in more populated
or developed areas. Road ROWs and density may
warrant a shift in trail development to the rear of lots
if stream channels are present and can provide a
connectivity link. Trails are located immediately
adjacent to the stream channel, thus flooding
frequency needs to be considered. Retaining
walls and gabion walls may be required due to
the potential tightness of this type of trail corridor.
Walls also help to protect the trail from erosion and
flooding. Recommended guidelines for creekside
trails include:
• Minimum trail width should be ten feet with no
shoulders
• Provide concrete surfacing to withstand
prolonged flooding and high-velocity stream flow
• Trail amenities should be minimized along
creekside trails; retaining walls could also serve
as seatwalls

Trails within Floodplains
This type of trail is located outside of the floodways,
but still within a floodplain. These areas tend to
receive flooding during 100 and 500-year storm
events. For this reason a vegetative buffer between
the stream channel and trail should be left intact.
Recommended guidelines for trails within floodplains
include:
• Minimum trail width should be ten feet with two
foot graded shoulders on each side
• Provide asphalt surfacing; aggregate stone
surface can be used in upland situations
• Provide a proper sub-base to increase longevity
and sustainability of trail; a geotextile fabric may
need to be installed in softer soils

This type of trail is located within a more flood prone
area. the trail should be elevated and a vegetative
buffer established. Recommended guidelines for
trails within floodways include:
• Minimum trail width should be ten feet with no
shoulders
• Provide asphalt or concrete surfacing to
withstand flooding and stream flow dependant
on frequency of flooding
• Provide a proper sub-base to increase longevity
and sustainability of trail

Trails within Floodways
These trails are similar to creekside trails, but the
trail is not located immediately adjacent to the stream
channel. A vegetative buffer or streamside zone is
established between the stream channel and trail.
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Underpasses
Opportunities may arise when trail corridors can be
routed under existing bridges or through culverts to
avoid on road crossings. This will typically occur when
the trail follows a stream channel. Recommended
guidelines for underpasses include:
- Underpass width should be at least 12 feet
- Vertical clearance of the underpass should be at
least eight feet; 10 feet preferred
- Ensure proper drainage is designed to avoid
pooling of water
- Lighting is recommended for safety within the
underpass

Utility Easements
Utility easements can often be used for trail
construction as long as joint-use easements are
created with the utility company and property
owner(s). Most common use of easements involves
sewer and electric utilities where trails can be
developed along edges of the ROWs.
Gas easements are more stringent and typically
only allow trail crossings within their ROWs. Utility
companies should be notified early in the planning
and design process, so that easements and
agreements can be completed in a timely manner
and all parties are well informed. All utility ROW
guidelines and restrictions should be reviewed and
adhered to. Recommended guidelines for utility
easements include:
• Trails within utility easements shall meander as
necessary to accommodate elevation change
and provide positive drainage
• For electric transmission ROWs, the trail width shall
not exceed 5 feet in width, not including graded
shoulders; trail surfacing shall be soft surface
• Trails should be located at least 25 feet away
from transmission tower pads
• Trails may cross under power transmission lines
at an angle not less than 30° from the center line
• In most sewer ROWs, the trail can parallel the ROW
as long as the trail is not located over the actual
sewer line (except for trails that cross the ROW)
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Rail Crossings

centerline of nearest rail line for rails that see
minimal use or commuter use; trails should be
set back a minimum of 25 feet or more from the
centerline of the nearest rail on more active lines
• Fencing at 5-6 feet high should be installed
between the trail and the rail at least 3 feet off
the trail shoulder
• The trail should be graded to drain away from
the rail line
• *More information can be found at: www.
railswithtrails.com and www.railstotrails.org

Where trails may have to cross rail lines at-grade,
efforts should be made to ensure visibility and
safety for all users. Ideally, at-grade rail crossings
should occur in conjunction with existing sidewalk
or vehicular crossings, but this is not always the
case. Recommended guidelines for rail crossings
include:
• Trails should cross rail lines as close to a 90
degree angle as possible
• Proper rail warning signage and pavement
markings shall be installed along the trail on
both sides of the rail crossing
• Crossing materials should be skid resistant;
concrete and rubber crossing materials
should be used to provide longevity and less
maintenance
• If trail crossing is not in conjunction with
an existing vehicular crossing additional
vegetative clearing should occur to increase
visibility for both the trail user and the rail line
• Railroads should be included in planning and
design discussions early in the trail process
which in turn could help reduce time needed
for approvals from railroads.

Acce ssib le Tr a il De sig n
All attempts should be made to design trails for
accessibility for all users. Guidelines have been
created in response to the Americans with Disabilities
Act (ADA) for trail accessibility. However, meeting
ADA guidelines may be difficult in some outdoor

Rails with Trails
Some railroads will allow trails to be constructed
within their ROWs or within an easement within the
ROWs. Railroads should be included in planning
and design discussions early in the trail process
which in turn could help reduce time needed
for approvals from railroads. Most railroads or
regulators such as Public Utility Commissions or the
Federal Railroad Administration have guidelines
and policies that trail designs must adhere to
before approvals can be gained. Recommended
guidelines for rails with trails* include:
• Trail width should be at least 12 feet with a two
foot graded shoulder each side
• Setbacks will vary with train type, speed,
frequency and separation technique; edge
of trail should be no closer than 15 feet from
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situations. Meeting ADA guidelines might cause
conflict with trail sites having significant cultural or
natural resources such as tree canopies or stream
channels causing a significant grade change in the
intended purpose of the trail or steep topography/
terrain characteristics may prevent compliance. The
following standards are to be used in accessible trail
design:
• Surface materials should be firm and stable
through the use of asphalt, concrete, wood, or
compacted gravel
• Trail gradient should be less than 5% without
landings; trail gradient can be less than 8.33%
with landings
• Trail cross slope should be 2% maximum to
provide positive drainage
• Trail width should be 8 feet minimum to allow the
variety of users and the passage of 2 wheelchairs
• Resting areas or widened areas should be
provided about every 300 feet
• Detectable pavement changes should be placed
at curb ramps and top of ramp locations before
entering roadways
• Concrete pads should be provided adjacent to
one side of each bench location for wheelchairs

B lueway ( p a d d l e ) Tr a i l s
Access Points

Blueway access points are trailheads for canoeing,
kayaking, and other paddling activities. All access
points should have some level of parking (3-6
spaces) and regulatory/wayfinding signage. Major
access points should offer larger parking areas (atl
least 20 parking spaces), picnic tables, information
kiosks, restrooms, and wayfinding signage. General
recommendations for access points should include:
• Trail width should be 6 feet minimum
• Provide vertical clearance of 14 feet minimum; if
using grass as the surfacing, maintain cover at
no more than 5 inches height
• Provide a firm compacted surface for the access trail
• Space access points every 3-4 miles along larger
water bodies; every 1-2 miles along smaller creeks
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• Locate access points no more than 1,500 feet
from the launch/take out point; if more than
1,500 feet position a permanent canoe/kayak
stand every 1,000 feet
• Allow enough room for unloading and loading of
canoes/kayaks from vehicles
• Trail gradient from parking area to launch point
should not exceed 20%, flatter at the parking
areas
• Erosion mats or blankets should be used for
slope stabilization at heavily used access/launch
points
• Do not locate access points on the inside curves
of waterways due to frequency of sand/silt
deposits in these locations

Signage is also needed on the river/stream to inform
paddlers of landing sites, camping and picnicking
facilities, portages, hazards, and level of experience
for more difficult segments of the trail. It’s also helpful
to paddlers to incorporate mileage markers, road
identification (on bridges), and points of interest,
so that paddlers have reference markers along the
blueway trail.

Tr a il Str u ctu r e s
Boardwalks

In general, trail routing should avoid wetlands if at
all possible. If unavoidable, boardwalks should be
used where trails need to be constructed through
wetlands, areas where grading must be minimized
or fill dirt is not an option (floodplain), or other
environmentally sensitive areas. Recommended
guidelines for boardwalks include:
• Clear width of boardwalks should be 10 feet
minimum on main trails
• If the height of the boardwalk exceeds 30 inches,
railings are required; toe rails should be used
where rails are not required
• Pressure treated wood posts, concrete footers
or auger piers should be used for foundation

Portages
Portages are overland connectors for paddlers when
an obstruction occurs in the blueway trail such as
a dam, set of rapids, waterfall, etc. The need for
portages should be minimized along blueways.
If needed, landings should be placed above and
below obstruction. Signage should be clearly visible
upstream and downstream of the obstruction and
well in advance of the obstruction directing paddlers
to landing sites. Recommended guidelines for
portages include:
- Trail width should be six feet minimum
- Provide vertical clearance of 14 feet minimum
- Position a permanent canoe/kayak stand every
1,000 feet

Signage
Signage is critical for blueway trails. Wayfinding
signage is needed on roadways to direct paddlers
to parking, access points, and to the river/stream.
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materials
• Decking should be pressure treated (non-toxic)
wood or recycled plastic
• Thickness of deck planking should be 2 inches
minimum
• Boardwalks with a length more than 300 feet
should have a seating/resting area every 150
feet

side of the bridge
• Top of bridge rail should be 54 inches with a rub
rail set at 36 inches maximum
• Decking should be pressure treated (non-toxic)
wood
• Thickness of deck planking should be 2 inches
minimum

Railings
Pedestrian/Bicycle Bridges

As mentioned in both the boardwalks and bridges
sections, railings are needed when the deck height is
over 30 inches from finished grade of trail to existing
grade below. Local, state, and/or federal regulations
and codes should be consulted for final rail design,
but in general recommendations for railings include:
• Railings should consist of a horizontal top,
bottom, and middle rail
• The top rail should be 54 inches from the bridge
or boardwalk deck
• The middle rail should be set between 33 and 36
inches and serve as a rub rail for cyclists
• Pickets should be placed no further than 4 inches
on center

Bridges should be used where trails cross streams
or rivers, steeper drainage channels or roadways.
There are many good options available for
prefabricated wood or steel bridges that can be
manufactured off site, delivered to the site, and easily
installed with a crane. There may be opportunities
to re-use abandoned railroad bridges that are either
existing on site or can be relocated to the trail
crossing location. The structural integrity should be
assessed before reusing these types of bridges. A
trail bridge should support a minimum H-5 loading
(10,000 lbs./5 tons). Other recommended guidelines
for pedestrian/bicycle bridges include:
• Clear width of bridges should be 10 feet minimum
• Provide a reinforced concrete abutment on each
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Drainage and Erosion Control Measures

• Refer to local and state sedimentation and
erosion control regulations and practices when
designing trails

Erosion control measures need to be incorporated
into drainage design along trail corridors to reduce
erosion problems, minimize maintenance (and
costs), and extend the longevity of the trail. Overall,
trails should be designed with rolling grades using a
series of dips, crests, climbs, and drainage crossings
to respond to the existing terrain. In flatter situations,
grade reversals may need to be constructed to
create drainage flow. Both design methods lead to
a more sustainable trail. In addition, recommended
guidelines for drainage and erosion control measures
include:
• Provide a maximum 2% cross slope on paved
trail surfaces and graded shoulders
• Provide a drainage pipe under the trail where
uphill water is collected in swales and/or directed
to inlets/basins, so concentrated flow is directed
under the trail through a properly sized culvert
• Trail treads on natural surface or soft surface
trails should be sloped away from high side of
trail, so water sheets across the trail, not down
the trail

Tr a il Am e n itie s

Trailheads and Parking
Access points for the trails can occur in a variety
of locations. Major trailheads should be developed
where trails can be accessed from prominent heavily
used nodes such as commercial developments,
transportation nodes, or regional parks. Minor
trailheads or neighborhood access points should be
developed within parks and residential developments.
Recommended amenities to be located at trailheads
include:
Minor Trailhead
• Information kiosk/signage
• Benches
• Trash receptacles
• Pet waste stations
• Designated parking spaces, four to five minimum
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Trash Receptacles

Major Trailhead, all of the above, plus
• Picnic facilities
• Bicycle racks
• Shelters
• Restrooms with drinking fountain
• Landscape improvements
• Public art
• Informal gathering space
Parking area for at least 20 cars

Trash receptacles should be located in close
proximity to seating and table areas both at the
trailheads and along the trail. Receptacle materials
should be durable and be able to withstand the
exterior conditions and constant use.
It is important that the receptacles are secured or
contained in such a manner that trash does not
spill easily. All receptacles should have tight fitting
lids to keep rain out. Lids with latching mechanisms
are good in keeping wildlife out of the receptacles.
Some communities have started installing recycling
receptacles next to trash receptacles for cans and
bottles. Trash receptacles are to be used for trash
only. Pet waste should be disposed of at pet waste
stations (see next section)

Seating
Benches/seating comes in a wide variety of styles
and materials. Bench selection should be based on
design theme and cost. Seating opportunities should
be created at regular intervals along the trail ensuring
there are places to rest. Ideally, these seating
areas should be located in shade. Recommended
guidelines for seating include:
• Benches should be 16-20 inches high; seating
depth should be 18-20 inches
• Benches should have backrests
• Locate benches every quarter mile along the
trail, at trail intersections, at trailheads, and at
overlook opportunities
• Length of bench should not exceed 5 feet
• Provide wheelchair access (30 x 48 inch area)
adjacent to benches
• When locating more then one bench in a seating
area allow a minimum 4 feet separation between
benches

Tables
As with seating, tables can vary from a standard
wooden picnic table to a concrete or recycled
plastic table. Tables should be located primarily at
trailheads, but there may be opportunities to place
tables in shaded settings along a trail, especially
in areas that afford nice views. Tables should be
located within view of a trail and be easily accessible
for trail users or picnickers.
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Pet Waste Stations

Signage/Wayfinding

To keep pet waste out of trash receptacles it is
recommended that separate pet waste stations be
installed at trailheads and regular intervals along
a trail. The best type of station should have 3
components installed on one steel post. Identification
signage should be located at the top of the post. A
bag dispenser should be located below the sign. A
ventilated mesh aluminum can should be located
at the bottom of the post. The can should be 10
gallon and have a secure lid. Green is a uniformly
recognized color.

Signage is a very important element of any greenway
trail system. It is important to locate signs along
the roadways to direct trail users to trailheads and
access points. Signage materials and lettering styles
should be consistent. Some OVNHT signage will be
provided by the National Park Service (NPS). The
OVNHT logo can be displayed on all trail signage
associated with the trail network. For the trail system,
signage should be grouped as follows:

Trailhead/Vehicular Identification Signage
The trailhead/vehicular identification signage is
designed to mark all major trailheads/access points
or trail crossings along the trail. These signs are
designed for easy recognition from a distance to aid
trail users who drive to a major trailhead area. The
signs are to be placed within the immediate vicinity
of each major trailhead, preferably at the driveway or
access road for the trailhead parking lot. These signs
have a low, wide stance to the ground allowing easy
identification with as little obtrusiveness as possible.

Overlooks
There may be opportunities along a trail for users
to enjoy a distant view or vista. These locations
become favorable for the creation of an overlook.
Overlooks can be designed as resting areas along
a trail or as a destination point. Overlooks should
contain the following elements:
• Benches
• Picnic Table (at destination points only)
• Trash Receptacles
• Railings, if significant elevation change occurs at
the overlook area
• Informational signage
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Secondary Entrance/Secondary Trail
Identification Signage

of visibility, but be thin in order to reduce intrusion of
the surroundings.

Secondary Entrance/Secondary Trail Identification
Signage serves to mark entrances from non-trailhead
areas and other area trails. The signs identify other
trails that can be accessed from the rail. The signage
is similar to trailhead/vehicular identification signage,
but smaller in scale.

Informational Kiosks
Kiosks will be located primarily at trailheads and/
or parking areas to provide trail maps, mileage and
other important information to trail users.

Interpretive Signage

Trail Information/Directional/Trail Rules
Signage

Interpretive signage serves to locate specific sites
or areas along the trail that warrant attention from
a historic aspect. The signs may also describe
environmental education features. Signage should
stand tall and clearly mark a trail user’s arrival to the
specified destination.

Trail information/directional and trail rules signs
will be frequently located at trailheads and along
trail corridors. This particular signage serves three
distinct purposes. First, the signage provides users
with the rules and regulations of the trail. Second,
the signage serves to provide trail users with any
helpful information related to the trail. Lastly, this
signage provides directional guidance. Directional
signage can be placed at many roadway and trail
intersections and will serve to direct trail users to
areas and destinations away from the immediate
trail corridor. These signs should stand tall for ease

Mileage/Boundary Markers
Mileage and boundary markers should be provided
throughout the OVNHT network through Spartanburg
County to aid the trail user in identifying destination
points and allow users to track their mileage. These
markers should be located a minimum of every mile
along the trail. Quarter mile markers can be identified
as a painted designation directly on the trail surface.
Boundary markers enable trail users to remain on
the trail and reduces the risk of a trail user getting
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lost or wandering onto private property. All boundary
markers should display the OVNHT logo. Due to
the frequency of mileage and boundary markers,
they should be visible while blending in with the
surroundings.

rail crossings. SCDOT, MUTCD, FHA, and AASHTO
can provide more information on guidelines and
standards for regulatory and warning signage.

Opportunities for Public Art
Trails and trailheads provide good opportunities to
add interest and character to the trail corridor through
public art. Art can help to depict local history or unique
events. Art can be functional or aesthetic. Public art
can occur along the trail in the form of seating or

Regulatory/Warning Signage
Regulatory or warning signage may be warranted
along some areas where trails are in close proximity
to roadways or populated areas. These types of
signs may warn trail users of upcoming roadway
crossings, changes in trail direction (if the trail is using
a sidewalk system), speed limits, underpasses, or
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other furnishings. There are many opportunities to
involve artists or the local community in providing
ways to reflect the flavor of Spartanburg County and
the Overmountain men into the OVNHT corridors.

delivered to a site and connected to public utilities to
small pump and haul or vault toilet systems. There
are also a variety of composting toilet systems
available. Restroom facilities should be located at
major trailheads. This allows for easy maintenance
and service of the restrooms. All restrooms should
be visible from parking and access points, easily
accessible and ADA compliant.

Res t room F a c i l i t i e s
Restrooms are nice amenities to provide if feasible.
There are many types of facilities that can be
constructed from pre-fabricated units that can be
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A PP EN D IX VII:
OVER M O UNTA I N VIC TORY N AT ION AL H IS TOR IC
TRA I L LO NG - RA N GE IN T E R P R E TAT IV E P L A N
The following document is the Overmountain Victory
National Historic Trail Long-Rand Interpretive Plan
published in May 2011 by the National Park Service.

This document should be consulted and followed
for all Overmountain Victory National Historic Trail
planning, implementation, and programming.
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